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Hydro Expo to be held in April

BY A STAFF REPORTER

Kathmandu, Feb. 7

Aiming to contribute to the govern-
ment's plans to generate 28,500 MW
electricity by 2035, the Himalayan
Hydro Expo 2024 is scheduled to be held
in April, 2024.

The Independent Power Producers’
Association, Nepal (IPPAN) is going to
organise the fourth edition of the Hima-
layan Hydro Expo from April 24 to 26,
this year at Bhrikutimandap Exhibition
Centre in Kathmandu.

Speaking at a press conference,
IPPAN President Ganesh Karki said
that the aim of the expo organised by
IPPAN is to create an investment envi-
ronment by inviting foreign investors to
participate in the investment expo to be
organised by the government in April,
2024.

The IPPAN has been organising the
expo every two years aiming to bring in
world-class technology in Nepal for the
development of hydropower. The expo
will contribute to the government's
plans to generate 28,500 MW electricity
by 2035, he said.

The government has prepared an
energy development roadmap with a
target of generating 28,500 MW of elec-
tricity in 12 years and plans to consume
13,500 MW of electricity internally and
export 10,000 MW to India and 5,000 MW
to Bangladesh.

“An agreement has been reached
between Nepal and India that Nepal
will export 10,000 megawatts of electric-
ity to India in 10 years.

In this context, the expo is going
to be organised with the aim of
attracting domestic and foreign
investment in the hydropower sec-
tor,” he said.

President Karki said that the
agreement would create important
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opportunities in Nepal's energy devel-
opment and open more doors.

He said that the banks and financial
institutions should increase investment
in energy, and the government should
announce more concessions for energy
production.

The government should be more
active and move immediately to solve
the administrative and procedural
problems, he said.

He said, "It is impossible to export
as well as generate so much electricity
without the involvement of the pri-
vate sector. The private sector is also
ready to achieve the goal of electricity
export.”

The installation capacity of hydro-
power operating in the country has
reached 2,910 MW, out of it, around
2,214 MW electricity has been produced
from the hydropower projects run by
the private sector. About 131 hydro-
power projects having a capacity of
3,397 MW are in the under construction
phase.

About 138 hydropower projects with
capacity of 3,615 MW are in the stage of
financial management and 258 projects

with the capacity of 19,623 MW are in
the various stages of construction by
taking license.

According to IPPAN, there will be an
exhibition of machinery tools used in
the construction of hydropower proj-
ects, banks and financial institutions,
insurance companies, cement, rods and
other materials in the expo.

Along with this, seminars and discus-
sions on hydropower, solar, hydrogen
and other topics will also be organised,
said the IPPAN. In the expo, demos will
be presented to provide information
about various hydropower projects as
well as competition between innovative
ideas in the energy sector.

The foreign companies and stake-
holders from different countries,
including China, India, Canada, Nor-
way, South Korea, Germany, Austria,
Italy, Sweden, United Kingdom and
Brazil will participate in the expo.

It is expected that there will be more
than 200 stalls in the expo, whereas 50
per cent stalls will be for foreigners.
According to IPPAN, the booking for
stalls has been opened from Wednesday
itself.

Construction of Kathmandu’s largest
substation completed at Matatirtha

BY A STAFF REPORTER
Kathmandu, Feb. 7

The construction of 220/132 KV sub-
station at Matatirtha in Chandragiri
Municipality of Kathmandu has been
completed. Nepal Electricity Author-
ity has constructed a 220/132 kV sub-
station at Matatirtha in Chandragiri
Municipality of Kathmandu under the
Marshyangdi-Kathmandu  transmis-
sion line project.

The Matatirtha 220/132 kV substa-
tion has been constructed to supply
electricity to Kathmandu Valley from
the hydroelectric projects of Trishuli
and Marsyangdi river catchment
areas and to strengthen the integrated
electricity system in the country. The
capacity of the substation is 320 MVA.

The Matatirtha substation has
become the biggest substation for elec-
tricity supply in Kathmandu Valley,
according to the NEA. Managing Direc-
tor of NEA Kul Man Ghising said that
the construction of Matatirtha substa-
tion has been completed and all equip-
ment, including power

Newly constructed Matatirtha substation.

operation in July 2022. As part of the
project, a 220/132 kV substation is
under construction at Markichowk.

Tara Prasad Pradhan, deputy manag-
ing director of NEA's project manage-
‘ment directorate, said that the electric-
ity brought into the Kathmandu Valley
from Marsyangdi and Trishuli will be
supplied from Matatirtha substation
through 132 KV to Syuchatar, Chobhar
and other areas and locally.

He said that the electricity from
Matatirtha can also be supplied to Het-
aunda through a 132 KV transmission
line. The Authority is constructing a
132 KV substation in Chobhar. The con-
struction of a 132 kV transmission line
from Matatirtha to Chobhar has been
completed. He said that the contract
agreement for construction of 132 kV
underground transmission line from
Chobhar to Patan in Lalitpur and 132
KV substation in Patan has been signed.

As the performance of the contractor
who was awarded the contract for the
construction of Matatirtha and Marki-
chok substation under the Marsyang-
di-Kathmandu transmission line proj-
ect was not satisfactory, the Authority
canceled the contract and awarded a

‘have been successfully tested.

new contract in December 2021 to com-

"The 220 kV Trishuli 3B hub or Mar-
Kichowk substation should be built to
charge and operate the Matatirtha sub-
station at 220 kV. However, it seems that
the construction of the Markichowk
substation will take some time. The Tri-
shuli 3B hub is being charged by March

end this year, after the substation is
operational, Matatirtha substation will
be charged at 220 kV," he said
“Infrastructure of 220 kV has been
prepared for electricity supply in Kath-
mandu Valley. After electricity supply
from this substation, the power supply

of Kathmandu Valley will be more suffi-
cient, reliable and qualitative, the coun-
try's integrated electricity system will
also be strengthened," said Ghising.
The construction of the Marsyang-
di-Kathmandu 220 KV double circuit
transmission line has been completed

from the Markichowk substation at
Aanbukhairni in Tanahun to Kath-
mandu to bring the power of the
Marsyangdi river watershed area to the
Kathmandu Valley.

The transmission line had been
charged to 132 kV and brought into

plete the remaining work.

The project has been started with
the investment of the government and
Authority and concessional loan from
Asian Development Bank. The esti-
mated cost of the two substations is
around Rs. 2 billion.
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